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Report on the One-day International Workshop: Visual Design And The Craft of Performance
27/1/2026

Objectives of the Workshop: .

The one-day international workshop on “Visual Design and the Craft of Performance” was
organised jointly by the PG and Research Department of English and the Department of History
& Political Science, Mercy College, with the primary objective of exposing students to global
perspectives in theatre, visual design, and performance aesthetics. The workshop aimed to bridge
theory and practice in the performing arts, and also to inspire students to appreciate the role of
visual design in shaping meaning, emotion, and narrative in theatrical productions. Another key
objective was 10 facilitate meaningful interaction with an internationally acclaimed practitioner
and academic. thereby broadening the ‘ntellectual and creative horizons of the participants.

Theatre workshop Report:

The workshop was led by Dr. Peter Cooke AM, an internationally respected arts administrator,
educator, designer, and academic. Dr Cooke is University Professor Emeritus and former Head
of the School of Drama at Carnegie Mellon University, USA, one of the world’s foremost
institutions for performing arts education. Dr Cooke has been the recipient of the Medal of the
Order of Australia, and later appointed as a Member of the Order of Australia.

The workshop audience was introduced to Dr Cooke’s rich academic and professional
background, including his training at the National Institute of Dramatic Art (NIDA), Sydney. his
PhD from the University of New South Wales, and his advanced research through prestigious
fellowships. Dr Cooke made a ppt presentation of the major highlights of his work in visual
design and talked about the global practices in theatre and performance aesthetics. The
participants were also given hands-on training in

visual design related to stagecraft and performance.

The programime was attended by a select group of students from BA English and History streams
(42 students). I C crtificates were given to participants.

Programme Outcome:



The international workshop on «Visual Design and the Craft of Performance” proved 10 be
intellectually enriching and creatively inspiring for all participants. It enhanced students’
understanding of the significance of visual design in performance, encouraged interdisciplinary
thinking, and offered valuable insights into global practices in theatre and performance
aesthetics. Interaction with an eminent international expert like Dr Peter Cooke AM motivated
students to pursu¢ deeper engagement with the arts, both academically and creatively. Overall,
the workshop successfully fulfilled its objectives by fostering global exposure. academic
enrichment, and creative inspiration, thereby contributing meaningfully 10 the academic and
cultural life of Mercy College.
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Resource Person

Prof. Peter Cooke, AM PhD
Trustee,

NIDA Foundation Trust, Australia;
University Professor Emeritus,
Carnegie Mellon University, USA

Faculty Coordinators: Dr Sreedevi K. Menon | Ms. Sonia Thomas
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